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Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner

The DC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) 
has investigated a total of 1869 opioid-related fatal 
overdose from January 2016 to January 31, 2022.



Demographic Figures
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2017:  23 2018:  18 2019:  23 2020: 34 2021: 36

AVERAGE NUMBER OF MONTHLY FATAL OVERDOSES 
DUE TO OPIOID USE



The number of prescription opioids 
found in opioid related overdoses 
has varied over the years of data 

collection, however methadone and 
oxycodone are currently the most 

prevalent prescription opioids 
identified.

TRENDS IN 
PRESCRIPTION OPIOIDS 
IN FATAL OVERDOSES



TRENDS IN THE NUMBERS OF OPIOID DRUGS 
CONTRIBUTING TO FATAL OVERDOSES

Overall, the most prevalent 
opioid drugs identified were 
fentanyl followed by heroin

and fentanyl analogs . 

2020 2021
Fentanyl 94%        94%

Heroin           26%        16%

FAɅs                 29%        22%



The percentage of cases 
containing fentanyl or a 

fentanyl analog:

2015: 20%Ą 2020: 94%

FATAL OVERDOSES CONTAINING 
FENTANYL/FENTANYL ANALOGS 

In 2021, fentanyl has been 
involved in 95%of the fatal 

overdoses.
66 cases in 2021 contained Fluorofentanyl in the cause of death
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Trends in Cocaine and Opioid Fatal Overdoses
Since 2018:  - opioid -only fatal overdose have steadily increased

- cocaine-only fatal overdoses have decreased
- cocaine and opioid overdoses have remainedsteady but have significant increased in Black Males 

and Black Females

.



Å76% of 2019 fatal opioid overdoses took place within a residence.
ÅǓǎӆ Z º|´X NJ´X´ ÇX³X Ç º| « º|X TXNXTX«ºŻ´ |Ä´X|ӃT.

Trends in Location of Fatal Opioid Overdoses (2019)
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Trends in Location of Fatal Opioid Overdoses (2020)
78% of 2020 fatal opioid overdoses took place within a residence.
ӄǓӆ Z º|´X NJ´X´ ÇX³X Ç º| « º|X TXNXTX«ºŻ´ |Ä´X|ӃT.

This may be driven by the pandemic and lock-down protocols, but also impacts the affect of the push for 
Naloxone availability to counter opioid abuse.



Trends in Location of Fatal Opioid Overdoses (2021)
Å82% of 2021 fatal opioid overdoses took place within a residence.
ÅǓǐӆ Z º|´X NJ´X´ ÇX³X Ç º| « º|X TXNXTX«ºŻ´ |Ä´X|ӃT.



Trends in Location of Fatal Opioid Overdoses by Ward (2020-Jan 2022)



D.C. DEPARTMENT OF FORENSIC SCIENCES

APRIL 2022

UPDATE ON OPIOIDS IN 

THE DISTRICT



DFS DRUG SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM

Drug supply

Drug use

Clinical monitoringOverdose (syringes)

Drug legislation



OPIOID SURVEILLANCE ðCOUNTERFEIT PILLS

Å2021 - DEA issued warning of 
increasing amounts of fake prescription 

pills were responsible for a spike in 

overdoses in unsuspecting users

www.dea.gov/onepill


